The Qomicall Hijloryqf 

Come* to the priuy cofter of the State, 

And the offenders life lies in the mercy 
Of the Duke oncly ,gainft all other voyce. 

In which predicament I fay, thou ftandft : 

For it appeares by manifeft proceeding, 

That indire£tly,and diretftly to 
Thou haft contriucd gainft the very life 
Of the defendant : ana thou haft incurd 
The danger formerly by me rehearft. 

Downe therefore, and beg mercy of the Duke. 

C7n*.Beg that thou maift haue leaue to hang thy felf. 
And yet thy wealth being forfeit to the ftatc. 

Thou haft not left the value of a cord. 

Therefore thou muft behangd at the States charge. 

Duke . That thou fhalt fee the diffrence ofour Ipirits, 
I pardon thee thy life before thou aske it : 

For halfe thy wealth, it is esfntboniot, 

The other halfe comes to the generall State, 

Which humblencflc may driue vnto a fine. 

Por.l for the ftate.not for Antbomo. 

Shy. Nay,t akc my life and all, pardon not that. 
You take my houfc,when you do take the prop 
That doth fuftaioe my houfe .• you take my life 
When you do take the meanes wherby I liue. 

Por. What mercy can you render him,. Antbomo f 

Gra.h. halter gratis, nothing elfe for Gods fake. 

An . So pleafe my Lord the Duke,& all the Court, 
To quit the fine for one halfe of his goods, 

I am content ; fo he will let me haue 
The other halfe in vfe.to render it 
Vpon his death vnto the Gentleman 
That lately ftole his daughter. 

Two things prouided more, that for this favour 
He prefently become a Chriftian : 

Theother,that he do record a gift 
Hcere in the Court,of all he dies poffeft 
w.-./J i . 


the tSMercbm of Venice. 

ufnro his fonne Lorenzo and his daughter. 

W.He fhall do this,or elfe I do recant 

ru-oardon that I late pronounced hcere. 

1 * per. Art thou contented lew ? what doft thou fay ? 
5^.1 am content. ■ 

Pflr.Clearke,draw a deed of gift. 
sfo I pray you giue roe leaue to go from hence, 
l am not well, fend the deed after me. 

And 1 will figne it. 

Duke.Gei thee gone, but do it. , 

Gra.ln chriftning (halt thou haue two Godfathers, 
Had I bene iudge,thou ftiouldft haue had ten more. 

To bring thee to the gallowes, not the Font. 

D*ke.Sir,I intreate you home with me dinner. 
per A humbly defire your Grace of pardon, 

1 muft away this night toward Padua, 

And it is mcete I prefently fet forth. 

Duke A am forry that your leyfure ferucs you not* 
>f/W,gratifie this gentleman. 

For in my minde you are much bound to him. 

Exit Duke and his traine. 


Baf. Moft worthy gentleman,! and my friend 
Haue by your wifedome bene this day acquired 
Of greeuous penaltics,in lew whereof. 

Three thoufand ducats due vnto the lew. 

We freely cope your courteous paines withall. 
yfor.And ftand indebted ouer and aboue 

lnloueandferuicetoyoueuermore. 

Por. He is well paid, that is well fatished, 

And I deliueringyou,am fatisfied, 

And therein do account my felfe well paid. 

My minde was neuer yet more mercinary. 

I pray you know roe when wcmcete againe, 

1 wifh you well, and fo I take my leaue. 
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